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Worksheet	1:	Document	Analysis	Worksheet	
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Worksheet	2:	Decoding	the	Wilmot	Proviso	

1. What	did	the	Wilmot	Proviso	say	about	slavery	in	the	newly	acquired	Western
territories?

2. List	three	ways	in	which	the	Wilmot	Proviso	would	have	spurred	unity	and	three
ways	it	would	have	spurred	division	in	America.

Ways	of	Spurring	Union	 Ways	of	Spurring	Division	

3. Write	a	hypothesis	about	whether	the	Wilmot	Proviso	would	have	primarily	united
or	divided	the	nation	and	why.
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Worksheet	3:	An	Excerpt	from	President	Polk’s	1848	Map	

Directions:	Outline and label	the	following	areas	on	this	map:		a.	the	Free	States	in	1848,	b.	the	Slave	States	in	1848,	c.	the	
Northwest	Territory,	d. Indian	Territory,	e.	the	36°30’	line	of	latitude,	f.	the	Oregon	Territory,	g.	the	area	of	the	country	affected	by	
the	Wilmot	Proviso. Draw	information	required	from	the	Polk	Map	facsimile.
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Worksheet	4:	Map	Analysis	Worksheet	
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Worksheet	5:	Decoding	the	Polk	Map	Facsimile	
	

1. List	five	significant	differences	between	the	Polk	Map	facsimile	and	a	map	of	the	United	
States	today.	

	
1. 	

2. 	

3. 	

4. 	

5. 	

	
2. List	four	examples	of	significant	types	of	information	missing	from	the	Polk	Map	

facsimile.	(e.g.,	information	about	population)		
	
1. 	

2. 	

3. 	

4. 	

	
3. Write	a	one-sentence	statement	summarizing	the	argument	made	by	the	Polk	Map	

facsimile	about	dividing	the	West.		
	
	
	
	
	

4. Write	a	hypothesis	about	whether	the	solution	offered	by	the	Polk	Map	facsimile	would	
have	primarily	united	or	divided	the	nation	and	why.		
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Worksheet	6:	Contrasting	the	Implications	of	the	Wilmot	Proviso	&	the	Polk	Map	Proposal	
Directions:	Use	information	from	the	tables	on	President	Polk’s	map	to	create	and	color	three	contrasting	bar	graphs.	Use	a	
different	color	for	each	area	and	label	each	entry.	(Note:	The	area	labeled	Indian	Territory	is	not	included	in	this	analysis.)	

		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		 		
		 		

	 Area	of	Existing	Free	and	Slave	States	
(including	Texas)	

	 Area	of	State	and	Territories	Divided	as	
Proposed	by	the	Wilmot	Proviso	

	
Area	of	States	and	Territories	as	Proposed	

by	President	Polk's	Map		
(California	divided	at	36°30’)	

		
		 		

	   
		

		 Sq	Mi	
	   

		
		 2,200,000	

	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 2,100,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 2,000,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 1,900,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 1,800,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 1,700,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 1,600,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 1,500,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 1,400,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 1,300,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 1,200,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 1,100,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 1,000,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 900,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 800,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 700,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 600,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 500,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 400,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 300,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 200,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		 100,000	
	
		 		

	
		 		

	
		 		 		

		
	 	

Free	 Slave	
	

Free	 Slave	
	

Free	 Slave	 		
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Worksheet	7:	Reflection	
	

"With	the	opening	prospects	of	increased	prosperity	and	national	greatness	which	the	
acquisition	of	these	rich	and	extensive	territorial	possessions	affords,	how	irrational	it	would	
be	to	forego	or	to	reject	these	advantages	by	the	agitation	of	a	domestic	question...	and	to	
endanger...	the	harmony	of	the	glorious	Union	of	our	confederated	States--that	Union	which	
binds	us	together	as	one	people,	and	which	for	sixty	years	has	been	our	shield	and	
protection	against	every	danger."	excerpt	from	President	Polk's	1848	Annual	Message	
	

1. Summarize	President	Polk’s	statement	in	10	words	or	fewer.	
	
	
	

2. List	three	issues	related	to	the	topic	of	expanding	slavery	to	the	Western	territories	that	
were	not	present	in	either	the	Wilmot	Proviso	or	President	Polk’s	map.		

	
	
	
	

3. From	the	perspective	of	a	person	living	in	1850,	which	of	the	3	issues	listed	in	the	
previous	items	would	present	the	greatest	threat	to	any	compromise	about	the	newly	
acquired	Western	territories?	

	
	
	
	

4. Write	a	one-paragraph	proposal	–	on	a	separate	sheet	-	for	resolving	the	issue	of	slavery	
in	the	newly	acquired	Western	territory.	
	
	
	

5. 	Use	what	you	have	learned	in	this	lesson	to	answer	the	guiding	question:	How	did	the	
Wilmot	Proviso	and	the	Map	of	the	United	States	that	Accompanied	President	Polk’s	
1848	Annual	Message	influence	the	1850s	congressional	debate	over	slavery	in	the	
newly	acquired	Western	territories?	Be	prepared	to	share	your	answer	in	a	class	
discussion.	
	
	

	

http://www.archives.gov/legislative

	worksheet1
	I

	worksheet2
	I

	worksheet3
	worksheet4
	worksheet5
	worksheet6
	worksheet7



